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OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
FLAXTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Flaxton  Rnral 

District  Council. 

Air.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Report  for  the  year  1920. 
The  estimated  population  is  7,411. 

The  area  ol  the  District  is  30',  649  acres. 


BIRTH-RATE. 

The  births  registered  are  161,  85  males  and  76  females;  2 males 
and  3 females  are  illegitimate.  The  birth-rate  is  21.7  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  In  1919  it  was  14.4.  In  1918  it  was  15.3. 

DEATH-RATE. 

The  deaths  registered  are  180,  92  males  and  88  females.  Of 
these  6 were  under  1 year  ol  age.  The  death-rate  is  24.2  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  In  1919  it  was  25.9.  In  1918  it  was  30.0. 
Deducting  the  deaths  in  the  Public  Institutions,  and  the  population 
therefrom,  we  get  a rate  of  10.1.  In  1919  it  was  11.3.  In  1918 
it  was  14.9.  Deducting  the  deaths  ol  non-residents,  and  adding  the 
deaths  of  residents  wlm  have  died  outside  the  District,  we  get  a 
net  rate  of  11.3. 

The  Infantile  mortality  rate  is  .8  per  1,000  ol  the  population 
and  43  per  1,000  births  registered.  In  1919  it  was  90'  per  1,000 
births  registered. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1920. 

There  were  84  deaths  as  follows  (these  do  not  include  deaths  in 
the  Public  Institutions  or  non-residents,  but  include  residents  who 
have  died  outside  the  District) : — Pneumonia,  7 ; Heart  Diseases,  17  ; 
Cancer,  7;  Bronchitis,  6;  Tuberculosis,  9;  Nephritis,  2; 
Accidents,  1 ; other  defined  diseases,  35. 

There  were  25  deaths  in  the  City  Isolatioii  Hospitals  as 
follows : — Diphtheria,  7 ; Scarlet  Fever,  3 ; Bronchitis,  1 ; 
Tuberculosis,  14. 

At  the  North  Riding  Asylum  there  were  86  deaths  as  follows : — 
Tuberculosis,  19;  Heart  Diseases,  17;  Bright’s  Disease,  1; 
Cancer,  3;  Pneumonia,  4;  Enteric  Fever,  1;  Erysipelas,  1; 
other  defined  diseases,  40. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

There  were  93  cases  as  follows  : — Scarlet  Fever,  50' ; Diphtheria, 
16;  Enteric  Fever,  7;  Dysentery,  5;  Erysipelas,  4;  Paratyphoid,  1; 
O'phthalmia  Neonatorum,  1;  Malaria,  2;  Tuberculosis,  7. 

SCARLET  FEVER  (50  cases). — Of  these,  21  were  notified 
from  Haxby,  8 at  New  Ears  wick,  6 at  Osbaldwick  (5  of  which  were 
in  one  house),  3 in  houses  on  the  Malton  Road,  2 in  Stockton  Lane, 
2 at  Olaxton,  2 at  Wigginton,  1 at  Sand  Hutton,  1 at  Strensall, 
1 at  Huntington,  and  2 at  Upper  Helmsley.  The  fever  generally 
was  of  a mild  type.  There  were  no  deaths. 

DIPHTHERIA  (16  cases). — Seven  occurred  at  New  Earswick, 
4 at  Elaxton,  1 at  VHgginton,  1 at  Haxby,  1 at  Stockton-on-Forest, 
1 in  a house  on  the  Alalton  Road,  1 at  the  North  Riding  Asylum, 
All  the  eases  made  a good  recovery.  There  were  no  deaths. 

ENTERIC  FEVER  (7  cases). — Six  were  notified  from  the 
North  Riding  Asylum  and  1 at  Wigginton. 

DYSENTERY  (5),  ERYSIPELAS  (4  cases). — These  occurred 
at  the  North  Riding  Asylum. 

The  case  of  Paratyphoid  was  reported  from  Elaxton. 

MALARIA. — One  at  Strensall  and  1 at  New  Earswick. 

OPHTHALAIIA  NEONATORUM. — This  was  notified  from 
New  Earswick. 
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TUBEECULOSIS  (7  caS'es). — Three  occurred  at  the  North 
.Eidiog  Asylum,  3 at  Streusall,  and  1 at  a house  in  Stockton  Lane. 

All  the  cases  were  visited  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisiances  and  the 
majcrity  by  myself.  30  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals.  The 
North  Elding  Asylum  have  their  own  Infectious  Isolation  Wards. 
Stoving  and  disinfecting  of  houses,  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  is 
systematically  carried  out  in  every  instance  by  means  of  the 
Alformant  “ A ” apparatus  and  the  York  Steam  Disinfector.  When 
necessary,  schools  are  closed  and  children  excluded  from  school  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  the  disease.  Gases  ol  Tuterculosis  are 
visited  and  advice  given  as  to  precautions,  etc.,  to  be  observed,  and 
any  sanitary  defects  found  receive  attention.  When  advisable, 
patients  are  removed  to  a Sanatorium  or  Hospital  for  treatment. 


EEAEING  AND  FEEDING  OE  INFANTS. 

The  Infantile  mortality  rate  is  highly  satisfactory.  Good  work 
is  being  done  in  many  parts  of  the  District  through  the  Health 
Visitors,  who  are  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Newsholme,  the 
County  Aledical  Officer.  Your  District  is  well  supplied  with  good 
wholesome  milk,  which  is  so-  essential  to  child  life.  I wmuld  advise 
the  Council  to  have  re-distributed  the  pamphlet  on  the  “ Eearing 
and  Feeding  of  Infants.”  Sound  practical  advice  and  instructions 
are  given,  and  if  carried  out  would  help  to>  keep  down  the  mortality 
rate,  which  during  the  present  year  has  been  much  reduced. 


NATUEAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTEICT. 

d’he  majority  ol  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  agricidtural 
pursuits  or  trades  dependent  thereon,  with  the  exception  oI  New 
Earswick,  which  is  populated  mostly  by  employees  at  the  works  oI‘ 
Messrs.  Eowntree  & Co.  There  are  no  factories  or  workshops  of 
importance  in  the  District.  In  addition  to  having  Poor  Law 
Medical  Officers,  cases  of  sickness  are  admitted  into  the  York  County 
Hospital  and  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary.  For  infectious  diseases  an 
agreement  is  in  force  for  the  admission  of  patients  into  the  York  City 
Fever  and  Isolation  Hospitals..  thC'  Acomb  Isolation  Hospital,  and, 
occasionally,  cases  of  Typhoid  are  admitted  into  the'  York  County 
Hospital.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  to  the  Medical  Practitioners  on 
request. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

A number  of  villages  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  York 
City  Mains,  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  are  dependent  on  water  from 
deep  bore  wells  or  shallow  surfaioe  wells.  O'n  the  whole  the  District 
is  adequately  supplied. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Public  Scavenging  is  carried  out  at  Strensail.  J would  seriously 
advise  the  Council  to  extend  the  system  to  the  rest  of  the  Distiict. 
Negligence  in  the  reguDr  clea, using  o-f  ashpits  and  privies,  especially 
during  the  suinmer  months,  is  frequently  one  C'f  the  factors  in  the 
extension  and  severity  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases,  apart  from 
the  detrimental  effects  on  the  general  liealtli  of  the  inhabitants. 
Types: — Aboait  one-half  are  piivies  with  covered  middens,  one- 
quarter  are  water  closets,  and  the  remaining  quarter  pail  or  tub 
closets.  At  New  Earswick  water  closets  are  put  in  and  dust  bins 
provided.  Defects  in  drainage  or  sewerage  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAVIS. 

No  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams  has  heen  reported  during 
the  year. 

SCHOOES. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  satisfactory.  The 
iMedical  Inspection  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
D...  Newsholme,  the  County  Medical  Olhcer,  with  good  results. 

SANITTRY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRIGT. 

Along  with  the  Inspector  I have  visited  a number  of  houses, 
particulars  of  which  will  lae  found  in  the  Inspector’s  Annual  Report. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PEANNING  ACT. 

The  Council,  I am  pleased  to  say,  are  fully  alive  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  District.  There  is  no  serious  shortage  of  houses  in  the 
District.  A number  of  new  houses  have  been  erected,  or  are  in 
course  of  construction,  at  New  Earswick. 

I am,  Mr.  Oh  airman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALWWN  RAIMES,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Table  C.  — 1920. 


Water  Supply — 

Any  aetion  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where?  Two 
Cottages  at  ITaxby. 

Closet  Accommodation — 

No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets.  One-quarter. 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens.  One-half. 

No.  of  WNter  Closets.  One-quarter. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1920  for  new  houses  (a)  w.c.  ’s.  54. 
Scavenging — 

Performed  by  (a)  Council.  Parish  of  Strensall.  (b)  Contractor. 
Thomas  Coates. 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of?  Privately,  farmers, 
is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where?  Huntington  Eoad  and 
Ox  Carr  Lane,  Towthorpe. 

Nuisance  Inspections — 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1920.  100. 

Informal  Notices  seiwed.  14. 

Complied  with.  12. 

Statutory  Notices  served.  1. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1920.  2. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1920.  6. 

Total  No'.  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1920.  4. 

Knackers’  Awards; — No.  in  District,  2;  No.  on  Eegister,  2; 
Total  No.  of  Inspections  made,  6;  General  Condition, 
satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades  (Fat  Eefiner) : — No.  in  District,  2;  No.  on 
Eegister,  2;  Total  No.  of  Inspections  made,  4;  General 
Condition,  satisfactory. 

Schools — 

Schools  visited  by  M.O.H.  A number. 

Schools  closed.  Yes,  when  required  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infectious  diseases. 

Milk  Supply — 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district.  70. 

No.  Eegistered.  70. 

No.  of  Milk  Sellers  who  are  also  Cowkeepers.  68. 

No.  who  are  Purveyors  only.  2. 

Total  No.  Eegistered.  2. 

Total  No.  of  Cowsheds.  75. 

No.  of  Inspections  in  1920.  95. 

General  Condition.  Variable. 

Approximate  No.  of  Milch  Cows  in  District.  700, 


Other  Foods — 

No.  of  Siaugliter-liO'Uses.  5. 

Infectioais  and  other  Diseases^ — 

What  diseases  have  been  specially  prevalent  in  1920  ? Scarlet 
Fever. 

State  months.  August  to  November. 

/ 

Tuberculosis — 

(1)  Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop.  Yes. 

(2)  Examination  for  contacts.  A^es. 

(3)  Is  house  disinfected.  Yes.  When?  After  fatal  cases  or 

removal. 

(4)  Leaflets,  Lectures,  etc.,  distributed.  Yes. 

(5)  Action  re  spitting.  Leaflets  and  advice  given. 

(6)  Is  sputum  examined  apart  from  Dispensary?  Yes. 

(7)  Any  special  procedure  adopted  in  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  with  T.B.  in  sputum.  General  advice  given 
and  removal  to  Sanatorium  when  desirable. 

Infant  Mortality — 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it?  Health  visiting  by  District 
Nurse,  Nursing  Association. 

Vital  Statistics — 

Births  during  1920 — Males,  85.  Females,  76.  Total,  161. 
No.  illegitimate  included  in  above.  5. 

Deaths  during  1920^ — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually 
registered  in  the  District  without  any  correction.  180. 
(2)  Net  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated — 
Males,  92.  Females,  88. 

Sanitary  Staff — 

Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  James  MTiite. 

Annual  Salary  as  Inspector.  £90. 

Other  appointments  held.  Relieving  Officer  and  Registrar  of 
Births  and  Deaths. 

Salary  for  such  other  appointments.  £150.  Average  £50. 
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Summary  of  Housing:  Work  during:  1920. 

Total  No.  of  houses  in  district.  1,984. 

Number  of  working-class  houses.  1,688. 

Any  building  represented  by  Inhabitant  Householders  under  Sec.  38 
(2)  O'f  1890  Act?  2.  Result.  Pending. 

x\ny  scarcity  of  houses,  if  so,  where?  In  the  several  villages  adjacent 
to  the  City  of  York. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses,  and  where  ? Huntington, 

No'.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  1920.  1. 

Any  special  activity  in  lions e building,  and  where  ? New  Earwick 
and  Huntington. 

Number  of  new  Plouses  built  during  1920  by  private  enterprise:  (a) 
working-class  dwellings,  60'.  (b)  other.  2. 

State-aided  Housing  Schemes. — Has  Scheme  been  submitted  as 
required  by  Section  1 of  1919  Act.  Yes. 

Estimated  need  for.  50  houses. 

Scheme  for.  20  houses. 

Sites. — Applications  submitted:  Number,  54;  Acreage,  8. 
Applications  approved:  Number,, 24;  Acreage,  4. 

House  Plans. — Submitted:  Number  of  Houses — Scullery,  20; 
Parlour,  10. 

Approved:  Number  of  Houses — Scullery,  20;  Parlour,  10. 

Any  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  under  State  Aided  Housing 
Scheme?  If  so,  give  No.  and  type  built.  2 villas  and  54 
cottages , four-roomed. 

Name  and  i\.ddress  of  Officer  designated  to  make  inspections  under 
Article  H of  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910? 
James  White,  Earswick. 

ALWYN  RABIES,  M.D., 

Medical  Ofhcer  of  Health. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and 

Homework. 

Factories.  No.  ol  Inspections.  10. 

Workshops.  No.  of  Inspections.  3. 

Home  Work — Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107. 

Wearing  Apparel — making,  etc.  Contractors,  3.  Workmen  3. 

Outwork  in  Infected  Premises,  Sections  109,  110 — - 
Instances,  1.  Orders  made.  1. 


